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An  of ten  underused ,  but  impor tan t  aspec t  of  pes t  
management  i s  proo f ing .   Thorough  proo f ing  to  prevent
access  by  pes ts  shou ld  be  a  pr io r i t y .  I t  i s  a  c ruc ia l  component
o f  i n teg ra ted  pes t  management  and  shou ld  be  cons ide red  befo re
reso r t ing  to  chemica l  cont ro l .
 

As  par t  of  a  tho rough  su rvey ,  the  presence  of  c racks  i n  outs ide  wal l s ,
b roken  dra in  covers ,  e tc ,  f rom  where  pes ts  cou ld  i nvade  and  re tu rn
shou ld  be  noted .   Appropr ia te  recommendat ions  can  then  be  made .
 

I n  food  product ion  a reas  where  pes ts  such  as  rodents  and
f l i es  cannot  be  to le ra ted ,  proo f ing  the  bu i ld ing  i s  of ten  the  most
sus ta inab le  so lu t ion .



PEST CONTROL

PROOFING

Main tenance  ac t i v i t i es ,  such  as  f i l l i ng  i n  ho les  wi th  rodent -proo f ing  pas te  and
sea l ing  gaps  i n  wal l s  a round  se rv ice  p ipes  wi l l  have  a  dramat ic  e f fec t .
 

Due  to  the  sma l l  s i ze  and  mobi l i t y  of  i nsec ts  and  mi tes ,  mak ing  any  bu i ld ing
insec t -proo f  i s  ex t reme ly  d i f f i cu l t  but  not  imposs ib le .  I n  a  food  process ing
fac to ry ,  a  ze ro  to le rance  of  f l y ing  i nsec ts  i s  requ i red .   There fo re ,  every
a t tempt  must  be  made  to  exc lude  i nsec ts  f rom  the  f ac to ry  a l toge the r  us ing
pes t  exc lus ion  t echn iques .   As  a  be l t  and  braces  po l i cy ,  othe r  methods
such  as  E lec t ron ic  F ly  K i l l e r s  a re  of ten  dep loyed  as  a  backup .

A  po l i cy  of  keep ing  doors  c losed  when  not  i n  use  reduces  the  amount  of  t ime
when  i nsec ts  can  ente r  and  thus  the  probab i l i t y  of  the i r  ent ry .   Closed  doors
mus t  f i t  proper l y .   Where  th i s  i s  not  the  case  br i s t l e  s t r ips  shou ld  be  f i t t ed  to
exc lude  c rawl ing  i nvaders .
The  use  of  p las t i c  s t r ip  cur ta ins ,  espec ia l l y  on  doors  i n  more  or  l e ss  cont inuous
use ,  fu r the r  reduces  the  chance  of  i nsec t /b i rd  ent ry .   I f  doors  a re  to  be  opened
fo r  add i t iona l  vent i l a t ion  they  must  a lways  be  f i t t ed  wi th  an  i nsec t -proo f  sc reen .

Whereve r  poss ib le  su f f i c ien t  vent i l a t ion  shou ld  be  prov ided  to  prevent  windows
be ing  opened .   I f  th i s  i s  the  case ,  windows  shou ld  be  sea led ,  as  a  window  can
inadver ten t l y  be  l e f t  open ,  a l low ing  the  f r ee  ent ry  of  f l y ing  i nsec ts .
Where  i t  i s  necessa ry  to  open  windows ,  they  shou ld  be  f i t t ed  wi th  i nsec t -proo f
sc reen ing .  Good  sc reen ing  a l lows  add i t iona l  vent i l a t ion  whi le  exc lud ing  i nsec ts .
However ,  a l l  sc reens  and  bar r i e r s  on ly  work  when  they  a re  i n  p lace  and
undamaged .

A  main tenance  programme  to  sea l  of f  these  po in ts  of  ent ryshou ld  be  i n  p lace .  I n
p rac t i ce  no  sys tem  wi l l  be  per fec t  the re fo re ,  i t  i s  essent ia l  tha t  th i s  main tenance
programme  i s  ongo ing .  I t  i s  usua l l y  not  poss ib le ,  a l though  i t  might  be  des i rab le ,
to  rep lace  par t s  of  the  i n f ras t ruc tu re  of  a  bu i ld ing  to  ach ieve  sus ta inab le  pes t
management .   However ,  when  new  bu i ld ings  a re  des igned ,  a rch i tec t s  shou ld  be
encouraged  to  cons ide r  des igns  tha t  make  i nsec t  pes t  ent ry  l e ss  l i ke ly .
 

The  use  of  door  sc reens ,  a i r  cur ta ins  and  window  sc reens  i s  of ten  success fu l  but
these  methods  f r equent l y  su f fe r  i n  the i r  e f fec t i veness  because  of  human
in te rven t ion .  Educa t ing  s ta f f / t enants  i s  of ten  as  impor tan t  as  the  proo f ing .

EXCLUSION METHODS

DOORWAYS

WINDOWS

BUILDING MAINTENANCE


